“It's The Most Wonderful Time of The
Year...” If this past Sunday is any indication |
would most certainly agree. Both morning
assemblies were well attended, one was bap-
tized, three responded asking for prayers and
another wonderful family placed membership
with us. Sunday evening brought another re-
sponse for prayer and then afforded us the op-
portunity to gather for our annual Holiday Din-
ner where we enjoyed an incredible meal and
delightful entertainment. It was such a happy
and joyful day!

RESPONDING TO THE LORD

Sunday morning Daniel Pounders ,
Terrance Walls and Debbie Osbirn re-
sponded to ask for prayers in their behalf. Fol-
lowing the service Drenique Walls was bap-
tized by his dad, Kenny Walls . Sunday eve-
ning Jean Lewis came forward to ask for our
prayers. We are grateful for each of these pre-
cious souls.

It was especially good Sunday morning to
welcome Jim and Barbara Craddock to the
Goodman Oaks family. Jim and Barbara have
been dear friends of mine since my childhood
at the Holmes Road church. They are diligent
workers and will be a great blessing to all of us.
Be sure to get acquainted with them.

HOLIDAY DINNER

Where else could you have experienced such a
wonderful evening as we had Sunday night.
The meal was superbly prepared by Tom Cox
and family and served by members of our
staff. Entertainment was coordinated by
Rayanne Baird and Debbie Herring and con-
sisted of Anna Walker, Tori, Tyler and Tim
Willis, Grayson Dunning, Madison Jourdan,
Cooper Robertson, Harlie Ray, Tori Turman,
Daniel Hester, Scotty Smith, our Goodman
Oaks Singers, Jon Mark Smith, Todd
Cottrell and Medley Morgan. Santa made a

guest appearance at the end of the evening to
cap off a fantastic occasion. A special thanks to
Betty Hill and Ann Woodson for the beautiful
decorations.

CONGRATULATIONS

We always like to recognize the accomplish-
ments of our members. Recently Drew Sarad-
pon participated in the statewide bowling compe-
tition and placed third. Congratulations, Drew!

Also deserving of our recognition is Josh
Pruett who plays football for Pearl River Com-
munity College, ranked number 2 among com-
munity colleges in the nation. They will play Blinn
Community College, ranked number 1, in the
Pilgrim’s Pride Bowl Classic December 9th in Mt.
Pleasant, Texas. What a great honor this is for
Josh and his team.

A SERVANT OF JESUS

Last week | received a phone call from the
preacher of a nearby church who referred to him-
self as the “Executive Pastor.” More and more |
hear terms like this being used by preachers.
Even among churches of Christ | occasionally
hear someone referred to as the “Senior Minis-
ter.” | wonder about such titles.

The word “minister” simply means “servant.”
When Jesus’ disciples argued about who was
greatest in the kingdom of Heaven he responded
by saying, “whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant and whoever
wants to be first must be your slave just as the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many" (Mt. 20:26-28). Paul said, “we preach not
ourselves but Jesus as Lord and ourselves as
servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor. 4:5).

The key to effective ministry is service not
status. May each of us consider ourselves called
to be servants of Jesus as we minister to others
with God'’s grace and love . . .

Does Jesus Live at Your House?

The continued knock brought the mother to the
door. A child stood there with a Bible in his hand.
Without a word of introduction he asked, “Does Je-
sus live here?” The woman, although a member of
the church, was so taken aback by the unexpected
guestion that she didn't answer. She didn’t even
remember what he said next, but watched him slowly
walk away. All day the question kept going through
her mind.

That night, when her husband came home, she
told him about it. He laughed and said, “Why didn’t
you show him the church directory with our name in
it? You could have told him that we nearly always
send our children to Bible class and go sometimes
ourselves. Why didn't you tell him we give occasion-
ally to the church, that we're usually there every time
the doors are open, and we look upon ourselves as a
respected Christian family?”

“Yes”, she said, “that’s all true, and | could have
told him all that, but he didn’t ask me the things you
mentioned. He asked me if Jesus lives here in this
house and I've been wondering all day if he does.”

This is a question we must all ask ourselves.
Does Jesus live at your house? Or in your life, does
he only live at the church building. Are you welcom-
ing Jesus into your home to be the foundation of your
family and your life or does he only exist on Sun-
days? Is Christ at the center of everything you do
as a parent, a husband, a wife, or a brother or sis-
ter? Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he
must deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me daily.” He also said, “Not everyone who says to
me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only he who does the will of my Father who is in
heaven.”™ Does Jesus live at your house?

LifeGuards Christmas Party

This Saturday, December 9 at 6:00 we will have a
Christmas Party at the home of Steve and Holly
Charnes . This will be a great night to find a babysit-
ter and for you and your spouse to come and enjoy a
good time of fellowship. We will have karaoke, a
white elephant gift exchange and much more. Bring
your favorite dish and | hope to see you there.

Run for Life

On January 20, the DeSoto Central run
for life will take place. The proceeds go to
benefit our own JoAnn Heard. You can
pick up forms from the information desk or
from the church office. Let's all support
this effort to bless one of our own family.

In the meantime, please keep JoAnn
and her family in prayers. She has gone to
Houston for some treatment and this is a
tough time. They need our support.

YIA Mission Trip

Here is our packing list. Each person may
bring 1 medium sized bag and a small book
bag/carry-on.

Sleeping bag

Towels

Toiletries

Modest pajamas

Bible

Money for snacks and 4 meals

Work gloves

Hammer and/or crowbar.

1 set of clothes for the evenings of the 28th

& 29th and the trip home on the 30th (3

sets total)

10. 1 set for each of the 2 work days (2 sets
total)

11. Please leave the luxury items at home,
such as irons, excess toiletries, etc.

12. DO NOT BRING cd players, iPods, etc.
You don’t want them lost or stolen.

CoNoA~WNE

A departure time will be posted this week-
end. We will give you an itinerary of what to
expect while traveling. Make sure to bring a
heart ready to serve!
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY

David Lipsey is recovering from surgery at Baptist East
rm 5102... Jim Hixon underwent surgery Tuesday
morning at Methodist Central... Don Duggin remains in
Baptist East rm 4242... Traci Suiter is at home follow-
ing surgery this past week...Ken Joines is home recov-
ering well... Nora Coleman is now at home... Evelyn
Fowler is doing well after having a stent put in last
Wednesday...Dominic DeLaughter will have tear duct
surgery Friday at LeBonheur East... Vicki Miller has
been suffering with a pinched nerve... Kim Burrell will
see a Rheumatologist for more tests... Ann Walker
underwent a heart cath on Tuesday... Taelor Melton

has been very sick and in a lot of pain. She appears to
have some type of viral infection... Mary Talley will
have cataract surgery on Wednesday... Don Duggin’s

father, Richard Duggin, was seriously injured in a head-
on collision last week. He is in ICU at the Med... Nicole
Tilghman, daughter of Mitzi Frederick and sister of
Marci Harper is experiencing difficulties with her preg-
nancy... Jeff Shupp will have surgery on Thursday
morning... JoAnn Lott's son-in-law, Tom Eubanks had
open heart surgery on Monday... JOAnn Brusseau’s

brother-in-law, Thomas Lemmons, is in ICU at Method-
ist North... Please continue to remember JoAnn Heard

in your prayers as she goes to Houston for cancer treat-
ment... Hazel Jourdan is not doing well...

OUR SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to Bob Coker whose
mother, Leda Craig passed away. She was also
the grandmother of Steve Coker .

We express sympathy to Marie Pettit whose
twin sister passed away Friday in Maryland.

Our sympathy is extended to the family of
Lucille Towery who passed away Saturday. Her
funeral was Tuesday morning in Memphis.

To Linda Holley whose mother, Helen Sutton,
passed away in Fulton, KY...

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

On December 24th (Christmas Eve) we will have
our regular schedule of worship at 8:00 and 10:30
with Bible Class at 9:30. We will not have an evening
service. All services for December 31st (New Years
Eve) including the evening service will meet at their
regularly scheduled times. Remember to keep God
first in your life during the holidays!

SONG BOOK DONATIONS
In lieu of Poinsettias we are urging you to purchase
new songbooks for the auditorium and FLC. Order
forms are at each entrance. Books are $10.00 each.

NEW YEAR'’S SINGING 2007
Our Annual New Year’s singing will resume in 2007.
Join us Sunday afternoon, January 7th from 4:00—
6:00. We anticipate having a large attendance with
guest song leaders from area congregations. Make
plans to join us for this great afternoon.

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
A new session of Financial Peace University will
begin Wednesday, January 10th. This class will
meet on Wednesdays from 6:30—8:30 p.m. Jay
Baird will be the teacher. Contact the church office
to enroll or see Jay Baird or Kevin Culley

DIRECTORY MAKEUP DAY
We are attempting to schedule a make-up day for
families who were unable to have the pictures
made for our church directory. Please call the
office to have your name added to this list. If
thirty-five families sign up Olan Mills will come
back for a make-up day.

NEW LADIES BIBLE CLASS
Connie Tipton and Beth Ramsey are leading a
new Bible Class for women on Wednesday nights
in Rm. 1. Bring your Bible and study with us.

FOOD PANTRY

Our food pantry needs at this time are: LaChoy
canned dinners, can chili and creamy peanut butter.

LOST
A small desk has wandered away from our Chil-
dren’s Library. If you have any idea of its where-
abouts please return it or call the church office.

NUMERICALLY SPEAKING

December 3, 2006
Sunday Morning 8:00 Worship
Sunday Morning 10:30 Worship
Total Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Bible Class
Sunday Evening Worship
Offering
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www. goodmanoaks.com

ELDERS OFFICE STAFF
Marty Brownfield o
Jimmy Eddlemon Dixie Rodgers
Smith H s Donna Mehr
Mith Howet, . Lillian Williams
Carl Rounsaville

Gordon Schmittou CHURCH OFFICE

Bill Smith
Ken Tipton (662) 349-3600
Kim Tullos Fax: (662) 349-6222

Jerry Winstead
MINISTRY STAFF

Steve Reeves - Pulpit Minister
Phone: (901) 834-3495
steve@goodmanoaks-church.org
Kevin Jourdan - College/Singles Minister
Phone: (901) 628-7605
kbjourdan@hotmail.com
Jeff Shocklee - Youth
Phone: (901) 230-8660
jeff@goodmanoaks-church.org
Jon Mark Smith - Worship / Involvement
Phone: (901) 219-8406
Morris Holley - Facilities Manager
Phone: (901) 481-3519
Daphne Eddlemon - Children’s Programs
Phone: (662) 292-5246
Office e-mail: office@goodmanoaks-church.org



