What a beautiful day! We experienced a
great day Sunday with a large number of guests
among the 810 in attendance. Following the
morning service two of our Work Zones enjoyed
a delightful potluck, the children enjoyed a picnic
in the park, and the teens and adults going to
Arizona met for several hours of planning. After
the evening service one of our visitation teams
met for fellowship and work assignments. These
are indeed busy, productive days around Good-
man Oaks.

Last Sunday we were pleased to welcome
David, Amy, Sadie and Lane Alexander into
the Goodman Oaks family. They come to us
from the Senatobia congregation. Many of you
will know David’s parents, John and Beth Pigg
who have worked with several congregations in
Mississippi over the years. This past Sunday we
welcomed Michael Ruez , a fine young man who
grew up as the son of missionaries in Taiwan
before attending Freed-Hardeman University.
We welcome all of these to Goodman Oaks.

The church of the New Testament was dis-
tinct in many ways. It was distinct in its origin,
promised by Jesus himself in Mt. 16:18 and es-
tablished on the day of Pentecost following the
Lord’'s death, burial, resurrection and ascension
into heaven (Acts 2). The church was distinct in
its instructions for man’s salvation. Building upon
the basis of faith in Jesus as the Son of God
(Rom. 5:1-2) individuals were told to repent of
their sins (2 Pt. 3:9), confess their faith in Christ
(Mt. 10:32-33) and be baptized for the forgive-
ness of their sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:3-5).

There was also a distinctiveness about the
worship of the first century church. They assem-
bled together to partake of the Lord’s Supper on
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). They gave
of their money and themselves (2 Cor. 8-9).
They preached the Word of God (2 Tim. 4:2) and
they prayed (2 Thess. 5:17).

Another distinctive characteristic of their wor-

ship was singing without the use of instruments.
Nine times in the New Testament we are told
by instruction and example to sing. The specific
command to sing excludes the use of the in-
strument. History attests to this important fact.
The word a cappella means, “according to the
chapel or church style.”

One hundred years ago (1906) there was a
split between churches of Christ and what we
today call Conservative Christian Churches
over the use of the instrument. They accepted
it. We did not.

Who would have thought that churches of
Christ would once again be involved in such a
struggle over a century later? Earlier this year
the largest congregation among us announced
it was dropping opposition to the instrument
and would offer a Saturday evening service
complete with a “praise band.” Just today |
learned of another large church in Oklahoma
City that has announced similar plans. The col-
lateral damage this decision will produce as
other congregations follow suit will be tragic
indeed.

In light of these occurrences, you need to
know with my full assurance that the Eldership
at Goodman Oaks along with this writer stand
in complete and steadfast unison on this mat-
ter. Though we are a large congregation (the
largest in Mississippi) we have no intention of
abandoning this distinctive aspect of New Tes-
tament worship - period. We believe it is every
Christian’s responsibility and privilege to “sing
and make melody in your heart to the
Lord” (Eph. 5:19). We stand firm and resolute in
our commitment to worship in the pure and sim-
ple style of the New Testament whether it be in
the large assembly or in other settings such as
youth devotionals, camp, etc.

God has called us to be distinctive in

our life, our love, our dedication and our
worship. May it ever be so...
~Around The Oaks

It's hard to believe that summer is here. In a
couple of weeks this building will be filled with the
noise of excited children enjoying VBS and summer
day camp. The vans will be loaded with teens going
to Memphis Work Camp, Arizona and the Adven-
ture Trek. We also have a number of members
who will be going to do work in El Salvador. On
Wednesday nights starting in June we will be hav-
ing our summer series on evangelism with a nhum-
ber of different speakers. These are just a few of
the great things going on here this summer and
that's just June. July is also filled with a number of
great activities.

But before all of those activities occur, eighteen
of us will be traveling to Riverhead, NY on Long
Island this Saturday to work at the Timothy Hill
Children’s Ranch. This will be our second year to
travel to the ranch and we are very excited to have
the opportunity to do it again this year. There, we
will be working with twenty-seven young men ages
10-21. We will be doing a number of different ac-
tivities with them such as working out on the ranch,
having Bible studies, tutoring, working in the green
house and a number of other things. Check out the
THCR website at www.timothyhillranch.org.

We are really looking forward to going to the
ranch. | ask that you please keep us in your
prayers as we travel and as we work with the boys
and staff at the ranch.

This past Sunday saw the arrival of our three interns.
Three? Yes, three! Our group is growing, you know!

Anthony Lynch is a junior majoring in education and
plans to attend Harding Grad after graduation. He was
baptized into Christ as a 16 year old and has been a part
of the Southwind church. He has a real dedication and is
strong in his walk and study.

Our female intern is Vicki Seed . Vicki and Anthony
are engaged! She was baptized into Christ about a year
ago. She and Anthony are looking to a future as a min-
istry team. She is a junior majoring in special education.
She has a strong personal faith and will be a great ex-
ample for our students.

Our third intern is Jonathan Colvin . Jonathan is a
junior at Harding University majoring in Youth Ministry
and Preaching. He asked about the internship after we
had already looked at Anthony and Vicki. He came to
visit and said that he wanted the experience so much
that he was willing to work for free. He's not. We would-
n't do that to him. Jonathan will be leaving us after our
Arizona trip to go help direct a camp in Lithuania for six
weeks.

Make sure to get to know our interns. They bring
some good things to us this summer. Let's make sure to
bless them in return.

Workcamp

Help! You have always done a great job at support-
ing Workcamp. You have come through on the volun-
teers (Thanks Jennelle!)

But we still need some things from the congregation.
We will be providing housing for an out of town group.
You will be responsible for getting them to the building in
the morning, home for cleanup and back for the evening
assembly. We will provide breakfast and lunch at the
building. We also need desserts for 250 people. We
would like to have cakes and pies. And, as always, we
need ladders. Lots of ladders!

If you can help with housing, see Jonathan Colvin. If
you can help with desserts, see Vicki Seed. If you can
help with ladders, see Anthony Lynch.

AZ mission meeting—June 3 from 3-6pm. You
must be there!

If you can help with repairs in the next 3 weeks
before Workcamp begins, please let Jeff know.
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