| hope you are making plans to be with us
one week from Sunday for our exciting
Friends and Family Day . | also hope that you
have been inviting your friends and family
members to join you for this occasion.
Wouldn't it be great to have an overflow
crowd filled with friends and loved ones?
With your participation and involvement it
can certainly happen

Remember that we’re asking each family
to invite five_ other families to attend with
you. We want the kids to invite at least two__ of
their friends. Together we want to worship
the one_God in a way that will glorify Him and
help us to encourage and edify one another.

What a great day it's going to be!

We are so proud of all of those who patrtici-
pate in the outstanding Lads To Leaders /
Leaderettes program we have here at Good-
man Oaks. This past weekend over fifty of our
members were in Nashville as these young peo-
ple participated in this nationally acclaimed pro-
gram. From every report | have heard they did
exceptionally well.

This coming Sunday morning we will have
the special opportunity of seeing these youth in
action. During the Bible Class hour all ladies are
asked to meet in the FLC for a presentation by
the young ladies who have patrticipated in Lead-
erettes. The men will remain in the auditorium
during this time. Then we will all have the privi-
lege of being led by the young men in our morn-
ing worship service. At the conclusion of the ser-
vice we will recognize all of those young people
and their adult leaders who have participated!
You will not want to miss this outstanding day.
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Most churches consider themselves friendly.
However, a lot of our friendliness and warmth is
spent on people we already know instead of the
unfamiliar guest. How “visitor-friendly” are we at
Goodman Oaks?

Does the outside of our building project an
attentive, well-kept appearance that says to the
visitor, “we are serious about taking care of the
resources we have been given?” As people
enter the building are there greeters at each
door to ensure that no one comes in who is not
personally welcomed? Are there directions for
people to locate a class to attend and find their
way to the appropriate room? Can people eas-
ily find a seat when they enter the auditorium?
Are there ushers present to help them in this
task in a friendly and caring manner? Is the
worship service well planned and characterized
by a spirit of reverence, praise and adoration of
God? Do members seek out visitors, introduce
themselves and invite them to come back? Are
guests invited to lunch with a group at church or
even with a family? Do they receive follow up
calls from us to let them know how glad we are
they have worshipped with us?

Stop for a moment and revisit this list. I'll bet
there’s something here that you can help with.
Welcoming guests should be our own personal
ministry. We do not need anyone’s approval to
do it. It requires no outlay of funds. Each of us
can do something that will make a difference in
the lives of others. Let’s get started on Sunday!
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There are so many good things happening
at Goodman Oaks. People are serving the
Lord, they are searching the scriptures like
those of ancient Berea (Acts 17:11) and spiri-
tual growth is taking place in the lives of
many. | pray that God will continue to
bless each of us as we serve Him...

~ “Around The Oaks!”

By: Doug Parsons

Oscar Wilde's Aunt Jane once planned a grand
party. She died of embarrassment when nobody
came. It was only after her funeral that is was re-
vealed that she had never mailed the invitations.

People come to church because they are in-
vited. It is one thing for us to see that point logically
and quite another thing to permit ourselves to actu-
ally issue an invitation. We don’t want to bother
people. We don't want to be embarrassed. We
don’t want to raise the religion issue because it
starts all sorts of arguments. Quite frankly, inviting
someone to church makes us uncomfortable.

Yet, we do other things that are not comfortable.
We paint the house in 90 degree weather because
we know we’ll have more problems if we don’t. We
squirm all day before we ask the boss for a raise
but we do it because we need the extra money. We
dread the eight hour drive to Grandma’s but we go
because she enjoys the children so much. We
invite people to church because Jesus set the ex-
ample and raised our expectations.

You know the verses about, “seeking and saving
the lost” and “go into all the world” and “being am-
bassadors for Christ.” Our culture tells us, “don't
bug others, live and let live, don’t get involved and
nobody’s got a corner on the truth.” The contrast
between what society demands and what our Sav-
ior expects is clear. We invite not because it is easy
or comfortable or acceptable but because it is part
of our role as Christians.

A nineteenth century philosopher told a story
about a man seeing a sign in a store window in his
small town. The sign said, “Pants pressed here.”
He went in and started to remove his trousers. The
clerk asked what he was doing and the man re-
plied, “I saw your sign and need my pants pressed.”
The clerk responded, “Oh, we don’t press pants
here. We just paint signs.”

It says “Church of Christ” in front of our building.
Perhaps we need to ask, “Do we really serve Him
and seek others for Him or do we just paint signs?”

Workcamp is less than 2
months away! | know many emphis
have wondered if Workcamp “\AJS Qrkcamp
would continue since the High-
land church is relocating. The
answer to your questions is
YES! We will be meeting at the White Station
church for our instructions, supplies, meals and
worship. It is only a few minutes from where we
used to meet.

Workcamp is June 4-8. We need a lot of stu-
dents to go and serve God in a very real way. We
need some adults (the actual ratio is something
like 1 adult for every 5 students). The deadline to
sign up for Workcamp is Wednesday, May 2.

I’'m not going to go into how fun it could be, etc.
You already know that anyway. But | am going to
remind you that this is a chance to impact lives by
physically and spiritually serving our God by serv-
ing people. | see the evidence of the hearts of our
students in the way they love to serve. And | am
expecting a huge group to go scrape and paint
houses in hot weather in the name of God. Like
someone said last summer...that's just the way we
roll.

I'm really glad that Workcamp is continuing.
Every year when we start getting ready | think
about the legacy that Charlie Hester left this area
in helping to start this great work. I'm glad we can
honor God and honor Charlie by keeping it going!

Are you ready for extreme faith? How does
caving, rappelling and seeing God’s beautiful crea-
tion while building unity and spending time with
God sound? Incredible! Cost is $160 and some
help is available for those who don’t have the
funds. Date is July 8-14. You need to be 14 years
old or up. Get extreme!
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The next Men's Prayer Breakfast All Deacons and Elders are reminded of Kim Tullos Fax: (662) 349-6222
is scheduled for this Satur- their quarterly meeting on April 22 in Jerry Winstead
day. The cost & 100 and njgs room 24 at 4:30. MINISTRY STAFF
- o Steve Reeves - Pulpit Minister
the fellowship and prayer. Phone: (901) 834-3495
April 8, 2007 ~ steve@goodmanoaks-church.org
o ) ) Sunday Morning Worship Kevin Jourdan - College/Singles Minister
All ladies involved in secret sisters please make Sunday Bible Class _ Phone: (901) 628-7605
plans to attend our luncheon, April 28 in the FLC at Sunday Evening Worship kbjourdan@hotmail.com
11 a.m. Contact Rayanne Baird for more details Offering Jeff Shocklee - Youth
Weekly Budget Requirement Phone: (901) 230-8660

Jon Mark Smith - Worship / Involvement
Phone: (901) 620-8256
Morris Holley - Facilities Manager
Phone: (901) 481-3519
Daphne Eddlemon - Children’s Programs
Phone: (662) 292-5246
Office e-mail: office@goodmanoaks-church.org

During Bible Class this Sunday all ladies will meet
in the FLC for a presentation by the Leaderettes. All
men will meet in the auditorium.
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